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SEA CADET NIGHT

Broward County and Fort Lauderdale Councils

Invite you to join us at

SEA CADET NIGHT

Wednesday, September 18, 2019

Coral Ridge Yacht Club
2800 Yacht Club Blvd
Fort Lauderdale

6:00M7:00 PM Cash Bar
7:00 PMADinner and Meeting

$40 per person
Checks should be made payable to
Fort Lauderdale Council NLUS

Please phone your RSVP to 9922-8995
no later than 9AM on Monday, September 16

Admittance by reservation only

JUNE DINNER SOCIAL

On June 13, the Council hosted its dinner meeting at
Tropical Acres Restaurant. The guest speaker was

Captain Todd Cooper, Gdanaging Pilot of the Port
Everglades Pilots' Association. Todd has spent many
years on the seas, both as a civilian and a Navy re-
servist, and shared some interesting stories. Council
President Larry Ott made presentation to Captain
Cooper

Mark Lemay recently joined the Council and has

Photos provided by Charlie Schmidt



PRESI DENT0OS MESSAGE

Although the council has been on a summer vacation
(no meetings), we have been quite active with several
events. There have been changes of commands, ship
adoptions, National Convention, a ship commission-
ing, and we have added some new members.

And in closing | would like to encourage our members
to get involved with the council. As we take on new
responsibilities, there are more opportunities for ser-

vice. New members are already getting engaged. As
a reminder, there is no cost for active duty spouses to

become members of the Council; visit navyleague.org
to enroll.

Best regards and we hope to see you soon.

Beginning with the change of command at Coast
Guard Seventh District. Rear Admiral Peter Brown
was transferred to the Washington DC area and his
replacement is Rear Admiral Eric C. Jones. Captain
Michael E. Platt left command of US Coast Guard Air
Station Miami with Captain Shawn S. Koch taking over Larry M. Ott

the leadership. The third change of command saw . .
BMCS Dax N. Burgrabe being relieved by BMC Ray- Council President
mond K. Coleman at the Aids to Navigation Team

(ANT) at Coast Guard Station Fort Lauderdale. We will

miss our friends who are leaving but look forward to

working with the new leaders.

Two ship adoptions include the USCGC Manatee at

Coast Guard Station Fort Lauderdale and the USS

Paul Ignatius. The Manatee makes the fifth Coast

Guard Cutter we have adopted. No sooner than the

Paul Ignatius was adopted than moments later we

adopted the ship. The Paul Ignatius is the third Navy KEEP CONNECTED
ship adopted by the council.

The Commissioning of the USS Paul Ignatius was the D0 n ot forget to visit and
culmination of months of planning. It was an honor  Page where you will get upo-date information about

for all of us to have former Secretary of the Navy, Paul Many of our adopted units, other sea service news as
Ignatius, present for the commissioning as well as  Well as events we are hosting

many of his family. Hats off to the capable leadership

of Mary Anne Gray and the resources and dedication www.facebook.com/Browardcountynavyleague/

of the commissioning committee for this splendid

event. Best wishes to Commander Robby Trotter and AlSO Visit our website where you can read about our
the officers and crew. adopted units, get the latest event news and find pre-

vious editions of The Hel ms
What an honor for our council to receive five awards (© other related websites such as Operation Home-
at the National Convention this summer. Only one frontand Broward Veterans Coalition.
other council in the US received all five as well. Mari-
anne and Joe Giambrone accepted these awards on bcnavyleague.org
our behalf. Our dedication to the mission of the Navy
League earned us these honors with the help of all our
me mber s. Thank you al/|l aman 6lte tf0osr gkeete pt oupvitsha mh-e
mentum. be able to utilize the Voice to Congress feature, learn
more about Navy League programs, shop for Navy
Welcome to our new members and we look forward to | eague merchandise and more. It is recommended
seeing you at our upcoming events. Two of which will  that you create a user name and password that will
be joint meetings with the Fort Lauderdale Council. enable you to view additional information that is not
The Sea Cadet Night will be held in September at the available to the general public. It will also enable you
Coral Ridge Yacht Cluby ou wondt want tbeasilypaysysur memisership dues.
ing the experiences these young Sea Cadets had dur-
ing their summer training. Also we will have an Octo- Navyleague.org
berfest. Come join us for German festivities and din-
ner.



RECOGNITON AT OUR ADOPTED UNITS

In July, the Council recognized the®Quarter Sailors of On July 12, Council President Larry Ott and board

the Quarter onboard our adopted ship, the USS LEYTEmember Alan Starr recognized the Enlisted Person of

GULF CG55. These outstanding sailors were recogthe Year of the Aids to Navigation unit (ANT). BM2 Gio-

nized with a certificate of accqmpllshment and mone- \4nni Santiago was recognized for his outstanding

tary award. No photos are available. accomplishments with a certificate and monetary
award.

Sailor of the Quarter: EM1 Jon Lugo
Junior Sailor of the Quarter: FCA2 Qunisha Lytch

Blue Jacket of the Quarter: OS3 Aiverson Mansapit

—
On July 25, Past President Glenn Wiltshire recognizec. 4
the achievements of two Enlisted Persons of the Quar-'
ter during his visit to the USCGC BERNARD C WEBBE * -

GM1 Don LaSanta (top photo) and BM1 John Lo
(bottom photo) were recognized with a certificate of |
accomplishment and monetary award. Photos sup-i:

plied by Glenn Wiltshire.

S

On August 20, two outstanding Enlisted Persons of the
Quarter were recognized onboard the USS Paul Clark.
MK2 Kristian Fowler was selected in quarter 1 and
ET2 James Encinas in quarter 2. Council President
Larry Ott presented both with certificates of accom-
plishment and monetary awards. Shown in the photo
from left to right are Captain Dan Jones of Sector Mi-
ami, ET2 Encinas, Larry, MK2 Fowler and LCDR Kiristo-
pher Ensley.

In June, ME2 George Soto was recognized as the En-
listed Person of the Quarter at TACLET South. Alan
Starr presented ME2 Soto with a certificate of accom-
plishment and monetary award. No photo is available.




USS PAUL IGNATIUS

The official adoption agreement of the newly commis: 22k
sioned USS PAUL IGNATIUS was signed by Cou ‘(*
President Larry Ott and Commander Robby Trotter, wit
Paul Ignatius looking on (shown in photos below). Th
Council looks forward to building our relationship with
the 310 officers and enlisted personnel that make up
the crew of the PAUL IGNATIUS. The ship is home pc
ed in Mayport alongside our other two adopted Navy
ships, the USS BATAAN and the USS LEYTE GULF.

Sailor of the Quarter:
IT2 Jacob J. Wilson

Manarln

The Council has already been able to recognize the
sailors of the quarter for our newly adopted ship. Each
sailor was recognized by the Council with a certificate
of accomplishment and monetary award.

Blue Jacket of the
Quarter: GMSN Kayla
R. Holbrook

Senior Sailor of the
Quarter: SH1 Jeffery L.
Meade




CHANGES AT OUR ADOPTED UNITS

On June 20, Captain Shawn Koch relieved Captain o, 341y 19, Lieutenant Nathan D. Neuhardt was re-

Michael E. Platt as the commander of Coast Guard Air lieved by Lieutenant Ryan G. Montvydas as the Com-

Station Miami during a change of command ceremony. manding Officer of USCGC BERNARD C. WEBBER
Capt Koch previously served as the chief of incident (WPC 1101). The change of command was held at

management for District 7. Captain Platt transferred to  ~,-«t Guard Base Miami Beach. No photos are avail-
the position of executive assistant to the Coast Guard

Director of Governmental and Public Affairs at Coast

Guard Headquarters. Rear Admiral Eric C. Jones, com- On July 12, BMC Raymond Coleman relieved

mander of Coast Guard 7th District, presided over the BMCS Dax Basrtlyer GING at Aids to Naviga-

event. Shown in photo is Capt Platt, RADM Jones and tion (ANT) located at Coast Guard Station Fort

Capt Koch. Lauderdale. Shown below is BMC Coleman with
Council President Larry Ott who provided the photo.

In July 2019, the commanding officer of our adopted
unit, USCGC MARGARET NORVELL was promoted. In
a ceremony presided over by Captain Joann Burdian,

In photo below, Lieutenant Commander Christopher
O'Meara had his shoulder boards swapped out by his
spouse and MKC Woody. Congratulations! (from
MARGARET NORVELO®s Facebook

Council President Larry Ott and Past President Glenn
Wiltshire attended the change of command and also
presented a gift to Captain Platt.




SILVER ANCIENT MARINER & USCGC MANATEE

I n Mar c h 2018, Master CThe eetiremeBt ®faMaster €hief Goppola Miast tlee final
Mathew J. Coppola was selected as the thirteenth Sil- ceremony held. The Council commends the Master
ver (Enlisted) Ancient Mariner. On May 31, Master Chief on his outstanding 30 year career and wishes
Chief Damage Controlman Russel Cox assumed the him the best in his retirement. Coppola is shown in
title from BMCM Coppola at a change of watch ceremo- nnotg with Captain Burdian.

ny at Coast Guard Station. Admiral Karl Schultz, Com-

mandant of the Coast Guard, made remarks and con-
ducted the change of watch. The Ancient Mariner title
recognizes the officer and enlisted person with the ear-
liest designation as a permanent cutterman and re- =
guires a minimum of ten years of sea time. The award
recipients must personify and uphold the core values
of honor, respect and devotion to duty, along with the
professionalism and leadership associated with long
service at sea. Shown in photo is Coppola (left) and
Cox.

iy

of command ceremony took place at which time Senior
Chief Jason Brennan (in photo below) relieved Master
Chief Matthew Coppola of the duties of Officer in [~
Charge of the USCGC MANATEE. CaptaiAnto Burdi-
an, Coast Guard Sector Commander made remarks. =
Senior Chief Brennan previously served as Officer in &8
Charge of Coast Guard cutters IBIS and HAMMERHEAFE
homeported in Cape May New Jersey. The Council welg =
comes Senior Chief Brennan and his family to South |

Florida.

T

Joe and Marianne Giambrone welcomed Admiral
Schultz back to South Florida!




JUNE DINNER SOCIAL & USCGC MANATEE

On June 13 during the June dinner meeting, the Coun-
cil signed the official adoption agreement with USCGC
MANATEE WPB87363 that is homeported at Coast
Guard Station Fort Lauderdale. Several crew members
were in attendance at the dinner to witness the official
signing of the adoption agreement that was signed by
Council President Larry Ott and OINC BMCS Jason H
Brennan (photo below). A check was also presented to
the cutter for their MWR fund. The MANATEE is one o
the Marine Protector Class Coast Guard patrol boats
and is considered to be one of the most advanced
coastal patrol boats in the world. We look forward to
developing a relationship with the officers and crew of
the MANATEE and recognizing their outstanding crew.
(photos provided by Charlie Schmidt) —

Seated: Joanne Melville, Diane Schmidt, Rosa
Reeves Standing: Tom Melville, George Reeves,
Rick Ciravolo

Seated: Elaine and Bob Hogg, Florida Region
President Lynn Drucker, Barbara Makris Standing:
Todd Cooper and Olga Botcharova

MK3 Omar Rivera, BMCS Jason Brennan, President
Larry Ott, BM1 Anthony Acosta and Past President

Glenn Wiltshire CMC Aaron Zimmer and Alan Starr



NATIONAL CONVENTION

Second Vice President Marianne Giambrone and Board Official announcement from National:

Member/National Treasurer Joe Giambrone attended

the National Convention in Norfolk Virginia from June The Navy League is pleased to announce that we have
19 & 22. The convention was held at the Sheraton €lécted a new national president, longme Navy
Norfolk Waterside Hotel located adjacent to the Eliza- League member Bill Stevenson.

beth River. The convention schedule consisted of com-
mittee meetings, sea service updates and training ses-
sions on the website, Mackie awards, ship adoptions president, including national director, national vice

and more. In addition to the various seminars, the con- president and special adviser to the national president.
vention is a great way for attendees to meet and share \yhile working closely with two Navy League administra-
information with Navy Leaguers from all over the world. tions in these positions, the organization has made
Council awards were presented during a luncheon held great advancements in its financial portfolio, has had

on June 21. Marianne and Joe Giambrone accepted an increase in membership and has made critical
five awards for the Coun chahgésstothe beadqguartersataific e and acti v
ties during 2018. The awards were: Outstanding Coun-

cil, Donald M. Mackie awards for our three areas of

Stevenson has held many leadership positions within
the Navy League before accepting the role of national

communication - newsletter, website and social media As national president, Stevenson is sharply focused on
Facebook d th S Service Adoption E Ithe volunteers that make up the Navy League, giving
(Facebook) and the new Sea Service Adoption ExCel-y o the yaluable time and leadership they need to

lence Award. (Detailed information about each of ,chieve the Navy League mission. While strengthening

The Helmsman.) The official board meeting and mem- younger demographic to the organization, providing a

bers annual meeting were also held on June 21. At strong future for the its councils worldwide.

that time, William A. Stevenson IIl was elected as the

new National President. Joe Giambrone was reelected _ . . . o

as National Treasurer. Marianne Giambrone was elect- 2 ! t i s criti cal 't hininkinguap- t ak
ed as South Florida Area President. Lynn Drucker was proach to the Navy League that attracts new members

: : ; while retaining our val uabl
reelected as Florida Region President. Stevenson. SWe must create

organization worldwide that elevate our brand, so we
can maintain our strong support for the sea services
for decades to come. 0

Most recently, Stevenson served as the vice chairman

of the Arizona Sports and Entertainment Commission,

a position he held for nearly six years. He has directed
eight major events, includi
Party and the Fiesta Bowl National Band Champion-
ship. He also helped raise $1.1 million for the Fiesta
Bowl and Cactus Bowl from 1992 to the present.

Stevenson joined the Navy League in 1992 as a mem-

ber of the Phoenix Council and was assigned by the
Arizona area president to reorganize the council in
2012 as council president. Thanks to his efforts, the
Phoenix Council received an 80 percent Retention
Award and Meritorious Council Award in 2014. He was

al so recognized as Navy Lea
and 2016. He later served as Arizona area president

and on the Pacific Southwest Region nominating com-
mittee.

Incoming President William Stevenson addressed the
group Stevenson succeeds Alan Kaplan as national presi-

dent.



USS PAUL IGNATIUS COMMISSIONING

On July 22, the Navy's newest Arleidurke class de-
stroyer, USS PAUL IGNATIUS DDG117, arrived at Port
Everglades and was greeted by members of the com-
missioning committee. For the rest of the week, there
were numerous events held in connection with com-
missioning week. Sailors were able to go fishing, at-
tend a Marlins game, visit the Dolphins training camp,
have a pizza party and more. A luncheon was held at
John Knox Village on July 24 and several Council mem-
bers were able to attend thanks to Dorothy Porges, a
long time supporter of the Navy League. A command-
erds reception was held on
Everglades. The reception was an informal event
which allowed those in attendance an opportunity to
meet other people who supported the commissioning Above: Marianne Giambrone and Paul Ignatius at the Com-

and also to meet Paul Ignatius and members of his mander 6s Recepti on Bel ow: Pa
family. On July 26, the nhbarsofthedgiatuScrew €ecepti on was he
at the Lauderdale Yacht Club. Several speeches were g wum | 2 -

made, gifts were presented to the ship and guests ; /-.\ ‘

were able to again socialize with supporters of the
commi ssioning as well as
On July 27, the culmination of many months of plan- ,
ning and raising funds took place as the USS PAUL IG-§§
NATIUS was christened. The Spruance Division of the
Sea Cadets led by our own Alan Starr presented the
colors. Secretary of the Navy Richard V. Spencer was
the principal guest speaker. Other guest speakers in-
cluded Broward County Mayor Mark Bogen, SOUTH-
COM Commander Adm Craig Faller and Congresswom-
an Debbie Wassermaischultz. Dr Elisa Ignatius,
youngest granddaughter of Paul Ignatius, brought the
ship to life when she called for the crew to man the «~ -
rails. o

Lynn Elsasser, Pat Dumont, Melissa Pitalo and Council

President Larry Ott at the
Navy Leaguers Nels Pearson and Phyllis Bannister with

crew members at the John Knox Village luncheon
(photo courtesy of Shelley Beck)



USS PAUL IGNATIUS COMMISSIONING

Congresswoman Debbie Wassermadchultz and CDR
National President William (Bill) Stevenson, Senior Vice Trotter during the commissioning ceremony
President Pat Dumont and National Treasurer Joe

Gi ambrone at the Chairmands Reception

The crew waited on

land for the call to

0 man t he rail
did so when the call

went out by Dr Elisa
Ignatius

Oscar Romano, Joe Giambrone and Mary Anne Gray.
Mary Anne served as the Commissioning Committee
Chairperson while Oscar and Joe served as-cioairs.

Fort Lauderdale Postmaster David Guiney presented a
beautiful postal display to CDR Robby Trotter and Paul
l gnatius at Chairmands Reception



