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DINNER SOCIAL DINNER SOCIAL

o The 2020 Council officers were sworn in by Florida
We hope you will join us for our  Region President Lynn Drucker at the February 13
dinner social.

Dinner Social on -

Thursday, March 12, 2020

Tropical Acres Restaurant
2500 Griffin Road, Fort Lauderdale

PROGRAM:

Guest Speaker

Captain Shawn “Max” Koch

Commanding Officer
US Coast Guard Air Station Miami President Larry Ott, First Vice President Tom Mbdyi
Vice President Legislative Affairs Bob Marks, Second

Vice President Bruce Gottsch, Secretary Shelley Beck,
Treasurer Tom Carney and Florida Region President

Cocktail hour 6:30pm Dinner 7:15 pm Lynn Drucker

Choice of:
Prime Rib of Beef
or
Chicken Francaise

Members and Guests - $35
Active Military and Spouses: $25

Please RSVP your dinner choice before Mar 6
by e-mailing browardnavyleague@gmail.com or

by leaving a message at 954-389-0545 Council President Larry Ott welcomed new members

Ren Lueder, Sandra Cathey and her husband Sam
and Fran Scheffler to the Council



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

At our last dinner meeting in February, it was my

pleasure to recognize three new council members:

Fran Scheffler, Sandra Cathey, and Ren Lueder. Each
has history with the sea services and we look forward

to knowing each better in the months ahead. Fran

has come to us by way of the Everglades Council, Ren
served in the Navy during the Pueblo incident and

Sandra has a daughter who was the first female com-

manding officer of the USS Independence. Welcome
aboard to each.

Florida Region President Lynn Drucker administered
the oath of office for the new and returning officersf
the board. Former president of the Everglades Coun-
cil, Tom Melville, was installed as First Vice Prdsnt
along with Bruce Gottsch as "2 Vice President. Shel-
ley Beck, Tom Carney, Bob Marks and | will continue
with our current positions. The other members ofé
board provide experience, leadership and commit-
ment to our council. All are volunteers and each ba
helped with the momentum of this council along with
the support of all our members who either attend
meetings, volunteer or assist us financially. Thank you
all as we fulfill our mission as a Navy League Coulnci

I'm sure all were fascinated with the talk from MGy$&g
Gomez. He shared his experiences as a Marine with
Explosive Ordinance Demolition and recovering of Ml-
As in Laos, Viet Nam, Cambodia and North Korea.
Under normal circumstances, his assignment would
have been most difficult but with hostile governmeat
watching over him and his crew, more stress was add-
ed. We all were captivated by his first-hand experi
ence in repatriating MIA’s.

Coming up in March our speaker will be Captain
Shawn Koch — the Commanding Officer of Coast
Guard Air Station Miami (one of our adopted units).
This Air Station has a variety of aircraft as wels aes-
cue divers. Be sure to save the date, March ¥2and
attend this most interesting meeting.

See you then.

Larry M. Ott

Council President

FLEET WEEK

Ed Morse Automotive Group Fleet Week Port Ever-
glades will be held from May 4 - May 10. Visitingipis
will be announced in late March or early April with ship
tour registration opening in early April. To monitan-
nouncements on ship tour registration, go to the
Broward Navy Days website http://
www.browardnavydaysinc.org

As part of Fleet Week, the Council will once again set
up a table to sell water, soda and Council coins. dat
teers will be needed.

Also as part of Fleet Week, on Tuesday, May 5, the
Council will host its annual Fleet Week Junior Officers
Party.

Additional information on all these events will be ade
available via email, Facebook and our Council’'s web-
site

RECOGNITION

On February 5, LCDR Alan Starr recognized the
achievements of the Enlisted Person of the Year for
Coast Guard Air Station Miami. Alan presented HS1
Brooke Muniz with a certificate of accomplishment and

a monetary award.




GUEST SPEAKER

Captain Shaw “Max” Koch and his wife Trisha attended
our February dinner social (shown here with Presiden
Larry Ott). We are pleased to have him return torse
as our guest speaker.

Captain Shawn “Max”
Coast Guard Air Station Miami in June 2019. Priay t
assuming command, he served as the Chief of Incident
Management for the Seventh Coast Guard District. He
oversees search and rescue (SAR), aviation, pollutio

HAZMAT response, command center operations, emer-§

PORT EVERGLADES

After years of work, it was announced this week that
the Port Everglades expansion project will move for-
ward. This project will include the deepening and wid-
ening of the waterways in and around the Port to allow
larger ships to transit in and out. Once complete,
Coast Guard Station Fort Lauderdale will be reconfig
ured and will be housed in a newly constructed state
of the art facility. Commanding Officer LT Derek Wall
was on hand, along with other distinguished guests
including Glenn Wiltshire of our Council, to delivereh
news and answer questions at the press conference.
(story and photo from a Facebook post of Station For
Lauderdale’s on February 21)

Koch assumed command at US '

gency management and implement of the National In- 5 wh

cident Management System.

Captain Koch previously served as chief of Maritime
and Arctic/Senior Intel Analyst at NORAD/US Northern
Command, Ops Officer at CGAS Atlantic City/Direatbr
Ops at National Capital Region Air Defense Facilityda

Chief of Intel Ops at CG Operations Command. He was

the MH-68A Branch Chief at Helicopter Interdictiorad-

tical Squadron (HITROL-10), and a duty standing HH-

65A pilot at Group/Air Station North Bend. As a catt
man, he was Lead Boarding Officer on CGCs DECISI\
and RESOLUTE. He has also served as an Oregc
Sheriff's deputy, an aviation gunner course instruato
and is current an EMT.

A native of central Wisconsin, Captain Koch graduated
from the Coast Guard Academy in 1995 with a BS in
management. He has earned an undergrad certificate
in law enforcement, an MBA, and a MS in strategic intel
(MSSI) with concentration in counter-terrorism from
National Defense College. He is also a graduatetbge

BUSINESS CARD AD

Larry M. Ott

Licensed Funeral Director

Kraeer-Fairchild Funeral

Home & Cremation Center
4061 North Federal Highway

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308
954-565-5591

Fax 954-565-7899
Larry.Ott@DignityMemorial.com
www.kraeerfairchild.com

BCNL member
discount with
this ad

Naval War College (JPME-I) and Joint and CombinedDo you own your own business or know someone

Warfighting School (JPME-II).

Captain Koch is married to the former Trisha McKinno
of Alberta Canada and they have three children.

that does? Please consider supporting the Council
by placing a business card ad in the Council’s news-
letter, the Helmsman. For $125, your ad will appear
in the newsletter for an entire year (normally 10 is-
sues). The Helmsman is sent out to more than 300
people including local politicians, military personnel
and other military-related organizations. For more
information, please contact Marianne Giambrone at
browardnavyleague@gmail.com.



FEBRUARY DINNER SOCIAL

There was a great turnout for our February 13 dinner
social at Tropical Acres Restaurant. Attendees wer
able to meet several new members, watch the 2020
Council officers be sworn in and then hear an extraor-
dinary guest speaker MGySgt Alberto E Gomez. The
2020 Council officers were sworn in by Florida Region
President Lynn Atkinson Drucker. Council President
Larry Ott welcomed three new members Sandra
Cathey, Ren Lueder and Fran Scheffler. Mary Anne
Gray, President and Executive Director of Broward Na-
vy Days also shared information about the upcoming
2020 Fleet Week taking place from May 4-10.

MGySgt Gomez is currently the instructor of the Deer
field Beach High School Marine Corps JROTC unit. Hep,
shared experiences from his time in the Marine Corps, M
serving as Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) team

leader. His stories about locating and recovering MIA  Joanne Melville, Marianne Giambrone, Ren Lueder
were sometimes very emotional and hard to imagine gnd Fran Scheffler

but they were extremely interesting. If you didn’t-a
tend the dinner social, you missed out on a great
evening.

MGySgt Gomez with his wife Luisa and Larry Ott

Lynn Drucker and Olga Botcharova

Mary Anne Gray with Lawrence Denmark

(some photos provided by Charlie Schmidt)







**don’t forget to bring Easter basket to collect egs**

FREE for all Coast Guard Personnel and their fagsli
$15 per civilian adult & children over 10 / free fo civilian kids under 10

Coast Guard should RSVP (number of adults/childrenth ages) to:
Shelleybeck@bellsouth.net

Civilians should RSVP by sending their checks
made out to Broward County Navy League to

Shelley Beck
301 N. Pine Island Road, Apt. 262
Plantation FL 33324

**|f unable to attend, donations appreciated**
Directions: Dania Beach Blvd East and head NortAl(A) to Dr. Von D. Mizell-Eula John-

son State Park, 6503 N. Ocean Drive, Dania Beach, F33004 (formerly John U. Lloyd
Beach State Park) At gate house, let them know yate heading to Coast Guard station









