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Fleet Week has returned!  

Hurrah!  
BCNL wins 4 awards at  
National Convention  

BCNL President Larry Ott getting help displaying 
Council Awards at the National Convention. Pictured 
are NLUS Past President Bill Stevens, Larry, current 
president Dave Reilly. 

As our headline suggests, its good news! Our annual 

Fleet Week Event staged by Broward Navy 

Days has returned. Albeit not on the same 

scale as we have had the privilege to enjoy 

in past years but nevertheless it has re-

turned. 

This year we had two Navy DDGõs attend, 

the USS Lassen and the USS Delbert 

D.Black. 

Congratulations Council!  Once again our Council was 

honored at the Navy League National Convention. We 

were the recipients of 4 awards. Three of the awards 

were Mackie Awards, this is an award category that 

honors councils communication efforts. Here we won 

 

§ NewsletterñSilver 

 

§ WebsiteñBronze 

 

§ Social Mediað Bronze 

 

We also received a 2021 Council Adoption Award for a 

medium sized council 

 



 

Thanks for serving! 
 

Larry Ott - President 

Tom Melville - First Vice President 

Bruce Gottsch - Second Vice President 

Tom Carney - Treasurer 

Shelley Beck - Secretary 

Robert Marks - Legislative Affairs 

Julie Carlson - JAG 

2022 Officers 

Hello Members and Friends, 

 

Seems like a long time since our last 

newsletter probably because so much 

has happened since then. 

 

Beginning with Fleet Week!  So glad it 

has returned after the absence due to 

Covid.  Many of our members were serv-

ing as volunteers either with tours or selling water, so-

das and snacks to raise funds for our council.  My un-

derstanding is that tours were conducted for 4,000 

guests.  Shelley Beck coordinates the volunteers each 

year and was recognized by Fleet Week leaders for her 

service. 

 

Besides the events at the port, the council hosted the 

Junior Officers party at McSorleyõs.  Everyone was hav-

ing a good time and it only got better when Glenn Wilt-

shire got everyone involved with a game.  Food was 

good, drinks and of course time to just relax and have 

a good time. 

 

After Fleet Week was over, the Title Sponsor, Morse 

Automotive Group, hosted a òThank Youõ party for the 

volunteers.  Before we left, Teddy Morse invited all vol-

unteers to join him and his staff for a premiere show-

ing of Top Gun at the IMAX theatre downtown!  What 

an experience!  Teddy and his company  have  been  

generous supporters of Fleet Week. 

 

 Shelley Beck and I attended the Navy League National 

Convention in Orlando.  The sessions I attended have 

been thought provoking and have challenged me with 

new ideas for our council.  

 

While there, I accepted the plaques of recognition our 

council earned this past year.  The four categories we 

earned are: Sea Service Adoption Excellence, Donald 

M. Mackie Award for Newsletter, Donald M. Mackie 

Award-Website, and Donald M. Mackie Award-Social 

Media.  It was with the work of our officers and the 

council as a whole that we have served the Sea Ser-

vices to the degree for us to earn such distinction.  

Thank you all. 

 

Our next big event will be the Commissioning of the 

USS Fort Lauderdale.  July 30th is the date and the an-

ticipation keeps growing.  So many details!  Captain 

Quaresimo and his staff have made a number of plan-

ning trips here.  Pat Dumont and Lynn Elsasser have 

gathered a group of creative, dedicated and influential 

team members to make this Commissioning the best 

yet!!  USS Fort Lauderdale!!! 

 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

Coming Events 

July 30th, 2022  
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{{ CƻǊǘ [ŀǳŘŜǊŘŀƭŜΣ 
tƻǊǘ 9ǾŜǊƎƭŀŘŜǎΣ Cƭ 
 

September 29th, 2022  

Lƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Cŀƭƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ Cǘ 
[ŀǳŘŜǊŘŀƭŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ {Ŝŀ /ŀŘŜǘ 
bƛƎƘǘΦ 
 

October, 2022  

hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ aŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜƭπ
ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ hŶŎŜǊ ƻŦ !ƛǊ 
{ǘŀǝƻƴ aƛŀƳƛ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦ 

 

Although the council does not officially meet during the 

summer I am looking forward to implementing some 

ideas I gained from the Convention to better serve the 

sea services. 

 

By the way, active military can now join the Navy 

League.  There are many benefits for doing so and I 

hope we will see many joining. 

 

July 30th.  Bring sun screen. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Larry Ott  

Council President 



Navy League headquarters based in Arlington Virginia 

will host the fall Navy League meeting on Nov 3ð5. 

 

The 2023 national convention will be held in Dallas 

Texas on June 7 - 11.  

Our secretary, Shelley Beck and I attended the Nation-

al Convention of the Navy League in Orlando this 

month.  We each attended different classes.  For me it 

felt like òstanding in front of a fire hydrantó with all the 

information presented.  However, some of it I ab-

sorbed but overall I became more aware of the magni-

tude of needs our sea services need and the support 

of our Congress. 

 

As a òmaritime nationó we are bordered by two 

oceans.  It is imperative for Americaõs prosperity that 

the shipping routes remain open and safe.  We de-

pend on our sea services to ensure this. 

 

Related to international shipping is the size of our 

flagged fleet.  Each year the number of US flagged 

ships decreases.  In 1990 there were 408 US flagged 

ships and that number has descended to 183 in 

2020.    Not only having ships we can rely on for our 

commerce but having US ships provides American em-

ployment with construction and staffing. 

 

Another òtake awayó from the convention is an acro-

nym that can be used when explaining what the Navy 

League does.  S.E.A.-Support, Educate, and Advocate.  

This is easy to remember and gives a brief outline to 

discuss the mission of the Navy League. 

 

Besides the sessions that were presented, there were 

opportunities to meet other presidents and learn from 

their experiences.  A lot of ideas and experiences were 

shared. 

 

Have a safe summer, 

 

Larry Ott 

Presidentõs Report Elections  

Coming Next  

At the National Convention an assortment of things 

take place. Various activities to help the attendees 

sharpen their skills relative to the Navy League, the 

annual meeting of members and the election of offic-

ers that will guide the Navy League for the next few 

years. This year the following were elected: 

 

National President-Elect Christopher Townsend, Na-

tional Senior Vice President Larry Salter, National Cor-

porate Secretary Pamela Ammerman, National Treas-

urer Joseph Giambrone, Judge Advocate Mark Harden 

 

Nearer to home, the following representatives were 

elected from the Florida region:  



 
odds & ends... 

New Master Chief PO  

Adm. Linda Fagan relieves Adm. Karl Schultz as the 
27th commandant of the Coast Guard during a 
change of command ceremony at Coast Guard 
headquarters June 1, 2022. US Coast Guard Photo  

Fleet Master Chief Jim Honea addresses sailors as-
signed to the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson Feb. 8, 
2021. He has been tapped to become the Navy's 
16th master chief petty officer of the Navy later this 
year. (Navy via AP)  

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday has select-

ed Fleet Master Chief James Honea to become the 

16th master chief petty officer of the Navy.  

Honea, who currently serves as the senior enlisted 

leader of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, will take on the 

new job Sept. 8. 

 

òI selected Fleet Master Chief Honea because he has 

saltwater in his veins, embodies Navy values in every 

fiber of his being, and is the right leader to inspire and 

motivate our Chiefs Mess to continue to be the best in 

the world,ó Gilday said. òI know he and I will work to-

gether to take care of our Sailors and ensure our Navy 

is the most formidable across the globe.ó 

 

Honea enlisted in 1987 and advanced through the 

ranks as a boatswainõs mate. 

Adm. Linda Fagan pledged her òhighest priority as 

commandant will be to transform our policy manage-

ment systemó in remarks following her swearing in as 

the 27th leader of the Coast Guard and the first wom-

an to lead a branch of the armed services. 

 

Speaking Wednesday at the change-of-command cere-

mony in Washington, D.C., she said, referring to the 

men and women serving in uniform in the Coast Guard 

and the serviceõs civilian employees, òwithout you, 

steel doesnõt move.ó 

 

Fagan, who served as vice commandant since June 

2021, said during her tenure as commandant she in-

tended to give them òpolicy, training [and] support to 

succeedó as the Coast Guard modernizes its cutters, 

boats, aircraft and shore facilities. 

 

Having graduated as one of 16 women from the Coast 

Guard Academy in 1985, Fagan added, òThere has 

never been a more exciting time to be in the Coast 

Guard. éThe pace of change creates challenges.ó 

 

{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ŀƘŜŀŘΣ CŀƎŀƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ άǘƘŜ ŘŜπ
ƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ /ƻŀǎǘ DǳŀǊŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ Χ 
¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀǎǘ DǳŀǊŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦ ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜΦ ²Ŝ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŘŀǇǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΣ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎΣ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ƛƴ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ Ŝƴπ
ƘŀƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǝƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƛǝƳŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛπ
ǘȅΦέ  

New Coast Guard Commandant  



 
Fleet Week 

Tom Melville, Jeff Zelkowitz, Bill Pennypacker, Pat-
ty Croonquist, Larry Ott man a check-in table. 

This year was held at the Plantation Preserve Golf Club 

in Plantation. Here sailors from the ships and people 

from the area had a great day of golf and fun.  

 

Members Tom Melville, Patty Croonquist and Larry Ott  

volunteered at the event. We also had several mem-

bers play in the tourney. 

This year we welcomed the USS Lassen (DDG-82) and 

the USS Delbert Black (DDG-119) to Port Everglades 

for Fleet week.  

 

Along with the opportunity to tour these great ships we 

also got the opportunity to meet and greet the 320 

officers and men from each ship.  

 

This was accomplished in a variety of ways. From  

Fran Shaw, Rich Fournier, Shelley Beck,Patty 
Croonquist, Tom Melville,Joan and Erwin Sefton , 
and Larry Ott 

trips to a ball game, various luncheons and  dinners to 

other sporting events 

 

Supporting these events were members of our council 

and other councils along with many, many volunteers. 

 

To all the volunteers a giant THANK-YOU is extended. 

 

In the photos that follow we will some of our council 

members doing their various volunteer tasks. 

Fleet Week Golf Classic  Ed Morse Volunteer Recognition 
for Fleet Week  



Local Coast Guard with Patty Croonquist (front) Fran 
Shaw (back)  

 
Fleet Weekñcontinued 

JO Reception 

A really fun event that BCNL hosts each Fleet Week is 

a reception for the Junior Officers.  

 

For the past several years we have held the event at 

McSorleyõs on Ft. Lauderdale Beach.  

 

A fantastic venue with great ocan views, great food 

and drink.  

 

A special shout-out to Tom Carney for once again or-

ganizing this great get-together. Another special note 

goes out to Glenn Wiltshire for MCõing a really fun 

game that had all of the attendees engaged. 

Unfortunately this year we only had one Marine able 
to attend.  
 Glenn providing the eveningôs entertainment (and 

doing a great job) 

Larry welcoming everyone 



 
Fleet Weekñcontinued 

More JO Reception  



 
Fleet Weekñcontinued 

 JO ReceptionñBCNL Members in attendance  


