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PRESI DENTOS Mj
Hello Navy Leaguers, @GDEZ 4 Of f C

Spring has arrived in South Florida, and that means

that the Council once again host- Thanks for serv/ng!

ed its annual Easter Egg Hunt for ) . .

US Coast Guard families at Coast Glenn Wiltshire- President

Guard Station Fort Lauderdale. Tom Melville- First Vice President
While we needed to postpone the Bruce Gottsch- Second Vice President
event for one week due to thun- Tom Carney Treasurer

derstorms on our usual Saturday a Shelley Beck Secretary

week before Easter, we still had a Robert Marks- Legislative Affairs

good turnout a week later. Most Julie Carlson JAG

importantly, the kids had a great time with the bounce
house, face painting, and games both before and after
the egg hunt. Thanks to all of the Council members
and friends that volunteered to help out, as well as to
members that donated funds to offset the cost of the
event. Special thanks go to Bob Giacin for his very

Did you Know ?

generous donation and to Shelley Beck who once The pholos in our newsletters, such as the ones
again did an outstanding job organizing everything. found in our coverage of Fleet Week that are
BCNL sourced, may also be found in the Gallery
We hade a great dinner meeting at Tropical Acres in pages of our website. In fact many photos do not
January and installed our officers for 2024. Our guest | /7ake the newsletter due to space limitations. So
speakers CAPT Delan#ohnson and LCDR Huck from to see the ones you have missed go (o...
SOUTHCOM filled us in on their Coast Guard responsi-
bilities at SOUTHCOM that most of us were not aware www.BCNavyl eague.org

of. We also had members attend the Fort Lauderdale
Council dinner meetings, and hope to have one or two They are also available for download, thus should

more dinner meetings ourselves before we take our Yyou find a particularly good picture you would like
summer break. | plan to attend the Florida Region fo use for a screen saver or whatever, its available,
meeting at the end of April in Key West, so if members there for download.

have any thoughts on what the Navy League can do to

improve your member experience let me know.

As you know, Fleet Week 2024 will be in the Port of d

Miami this year from May 5L2. While the schedule of C0m|ng Events

events or names of visiting ships has not been an-

nounced yet, we will get the information out to our

members that want to participate this year as soon as March SOth' 2024 oA

it is available. Shelley is assisting with organizing the hdzNJ ' yydz: £ 9FadSNJ 933
volunteers, so if interested in helping out let her know. DdzZt NR {{Fa2y CG [} dzRSN

Finally, a big thanks to our Board Membership Chair . .
Rich Fournier for all of his efforts keeping track of our Ap”l 8 - 10, 2024 NLUS Sea -Alr -

membership list. It was an especially difficult time as
National transitioned to a new database, yet Rich kept Space

on top of it. As you well know, the Council is only as DFef2NR bloeaz2ylf wSaz2NI
strong as its members, so | ask that everyone take the G§SNE bl a2 y I f | F ND 2 NE &

opportunity to seek out new member leads that Rich

can follow up on. Also, since we will not have any in- . .
come from Fleet Week this year, please do pay your May 5-12, Fleet Week Miami

annual dues if you havendt algrridyaSIWidfeS§gc &lSSdu eg
are voluntary, they provide us additional funds to sup-
port our adopted units. Any additional contributions to

the Council will help us to continue supporting our June 5-8. 2024. San Dieqo Ca

units. This year at the Manchester Grand Hyatt in
San Diego, ca

Glenn



Annual Coast Guard
Easter Egg Hunt and BBQ

On March 30th we convened at USCG Station Ft
Lauderdale for our annual Easter Egg Hunt and BBQ.

The event had been originally scheduled for March
23rd but was pushed back due to the promise of bad
weather.

As the following photos will attest, there were many
activities and a lot of happy kids.

Bounce House



Annual Coast Guard
Easter Egg Hunt and BBQ




News from our Adopted Units

USS Bataan (LHD 5) returns home

The Wals@ass am
(

phibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD
Ready Group ARG), returns to Naval Srtoantt iho nd eNpd rofyari ek
operating in the U.S. 5th and U.S. 6th Fleet areas
ors and Marines assigned to the Bataan ARG support e
and exercises, increasing combat readiness and cri s
tionships with NATO Allies and partners. (U.S. Navy
Class Anderson W. Branch)

The Bataan Amphibious Ready Group and the 26th empl oyed in over two decade

Marine Expeditionary Unit returned home tothe East Cor ps news rel ease. O0OWhil e
Coast on Saturday after more than eight months de- 4,000 Marines and sailors supported a wide range of
ployed to the Middle East and Mediterranean Sea. interoperability training, exercises and operations with-

in the U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet areas of operations; cov-
The Bataan AR® USS Bataan (LHB), USS Carter ering the High North, Baltic Sea, Eastern Mediterrane-
Hall (LSB50) and USS Mesa Verde (LRPI®) 0 de- an, Arabian Gulf, Red Sea,

ployed in July, with Bataan and Mesa Verde leaving
from Naval Station Norfolk, Va., while Carter Hall left Over the course of its deployment, the Bataan ARG
from Joint Expeditionary Base Little Credfort Story, participated in U.S. missions to deter Iran from seizing
Va. ships in the Strait of Hormuz, discourage Houthi at-

tacks in the Red Sea and, most recently, prepare for a
0This deployment mar ked t possiblenoncembatani enasuation iMEelEasigint h t h
Special Operations Capable designation has been Mediterranean Sea.

From March USNI News



January Dinner Meeting and
Officer Installation

On January 11th we convened at Tropical Acres Res-  Our speakers that night were CAPT Aaron Delano
taurant on Griffin Rd to conduct our January Dinner Johnson and LCDR Ethan Huck from US Coast Guard
Meeting and install our 2024 Officers. SOUTHCOM Activities.

CAPT Delloadhmos on swearing in Officers Glenn Wiltshire
Tom Carney Treasurer and Shelley Beck Secretary.

Gl enn Wiltshire, President;
CMC Bryan Salazar U.S. CoMetmbeuar €apitr Est &t Soonmt h Com
Mi ami, Amy Salazar and PatUSEYGCAdbon@tiiagti on Mi ami



January Dinner Meeting and
Officer Installation

CAPT Dellodhmos on presenting

presenting

LCDR Huck

=
presenj s

Gl enn thanking the
LCDR Et han Huck, USCG South
TAFT Of ficer in Charge |, Co
Denmar k member, Fran Shaw m

. i h

Mi chael Preston, B CN L- membsemrl,t Capt Del ano

USCG Liaison Officer u. S. Sout hern Com-
Director

Johnson
Counci l

mand, Ri chard Fournier



